Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

12-19-1974

UA66/7/2 Newsletter
WKU Chemistry

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the Chemistry Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons, Journalism
Studies Commons, and the Mass Communication Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Chemistry, "UA66/7/2 Newsletter" (1974). WKU Archives Records. Paper 7225.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/7225

This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

WESTERN K ENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
BOWLING GREEN, KEN T UCKY

December 19, 1974

Depart ment o f Chemistry

Dear Western Chemistry Graduate:
WK.D 's Chemistry Department sends greetings of the season .
This year the Christmas season finds us with economic and energy problems , but we are
looking f orward to the challenge to make progress in t he face of adversity.
Again this year Dr s. Hartman and Wilkins , wit h the help of t he entir~ chemistry faculty ,
have assembled some "news" and it follows this note. We wish we had more to report, but
our stringers ( graduates ) from around the country have not kept us very well posted this
year . Help !
One of t he highlights of this last year occurred in May when Dr. Harry Gr ay was the
speaker for Western's 109th Commencement. A social hour with the chemistry faculty gave
some of t he "new" members their first chance to meet Dr. Gray. (Another honor has been
bestowed on Harry this year. He was elected to the Royal Society of Denmark . )
Several chemists and a number of chemistry majors who went into medicine wer e on campus
during Homecomi ng weekend in October . The Al umni Associat i on ' s dinner for M.D. 's gave an
opportunity for many old gr ads to visit Drs . McNally , Sumpter and Dooley ( as well a s with
"Dr . Steve" and "Lank"). Dr. Shank gave a r eport to the group concerning recent Westerners
entering various medical schools.
This year finds us without t he
for several years in the areas
apparatus. Joe i s now working
Wit h the exception of Joe, our

services of Mr . Joe Owens , who has been of such help to us
of equipment inventory and stocking of chemicals and
at Newark Air Force Ba s e, Ohio , in electroni cs r epair .
staff r emains the same as it has f or the l ast fiv e years .

Best wishes for a happy Holiday Season and a f ruitful New Year.
Very truly your s ,

~~,;1,-,j.

Gordon Wilson , Jr . , Head
"NEWS"
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE FACULTY :
Dr . Gordon Wilson , Jr . is the proj ect director in a Cooperative Progr am for t he Purchase
of Scient ific Equipment f or the Univ ersidad Industr ial de Santander, Bucaramanga, Colombia ,
South America. Dr . David Har tman is also a consultant on the project which is being funded
by the Bank for Interamerican Development . Dr . Hartman has been evalua ting equi pment
pur chases for chemistry , biology and the paramedical science areas . Dr. Wilson spent
eight days (June) in Colomb i a to initia t e the pro ject , and a lso visited a school in
Venezuela for a few days .
Dr . Wil s on continues as Counci lor of the Nashvi l le Section, American Chemical Society , and
is serving on the Council's Member shi p Affairs Commi ttee .
Dr. Norman Holy presented three papers at the 26th Southeast Regional Meeting of the
American Chemical Society held in Norfolk , Virginia, October , 1974. Dr. Holy has a
pub lication in the Apr il issue of Chemical Reviews and one in t he November issue of
Tetrahedron Letters .
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Dr. Norman Hunter was a visiting lecturer at the University of Cincinnati last summer.
He was chosen from among several applicants from the surrounding states to fill the
special summer position.
Mr. Herb Leopold is serving on t he Board of Governors of the Kentucky Junior Academy of
Science . He is coor dinati ng the Fall Seminar Program in the western part of the state
and planning the Spring meetings for KJAS .
Dr. Wil l i am Lloyd, on sabbatical leave this year, is engaged in post-doctoral research at
the Institute for Mining and Minerals Research , College of Engineering, University of
Kentucky , Lexington. He is working on some aspects of coal research. Dr. Lloyd and
D. L. Wooton (M.S. - WKU, 1972) have a manuscript published in the Journal of Organic
Chemistry, volume 39.
Dr. Earl Pearson presented a paper at the Dr . Devorkowitz Conference on University-Industry
Interfacing in Chicago , February , 1974.
"Investigations in Chemistry," 1971, has been revised by Professors Henrickson, Hunter,
Byrd, Shank, Wilkerson, Pearson and Hartman . The Second Edition will be available from
the Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co. in January.
A number of profess i onal meetings were attended by the Chemistry faculty during 1974 .
Some of the·s e were: Pittsburgh Co;nference on Analytical Chemistry in Cl ev eland, OH (March) Dr. Wilkins ; El eventh Informal Conference on Photochemistry in Nashville, TN (June) Dr . Reasoner ; Kentucky Association for Progress in Science in Lexington , KY (October) Drs. Henrickson and Riley ; Kentucky Academy of Science in Danville , KY (November) Mr. Leopold and Dr . Wilson ; Southern Associ ation of Pre-Medicine Advisors in Birmingham,
AL (March) - Dr. Reasoner ; American Chemical Society 167th and 168th national meetings in
Los Angeles (April) and in Atlantic City (September) - Dr. Wilson ; Gordon Conf erence on
Radical Ions in Pl ymouth, NH (June) ~- Dr . Holy .
Dr. Lloyd has completed his duties as Di rector of a statewide Task Force on Public Science
and Technology . One purpose of the Task Force was to inventory t he scientific manpower in
Ken tucky. Th e results of the study are now avail able from the Kentucky Department of
Commerce.
During the past year Dr . Robert Farina presented a s emi nar at Memphis State University .
The Department of Chemi str y also sponsors a visiting speaker program that is made available
to local high school chemistry departments. Drs . Hartman, Henrickson, Pearson, Riley,
Shank and Wilson presented lectures at Thomas Jefferson County High School, Greenvil le High
School , Nelson County High School , Bowling Green High School , Ohio County High School, and
Russell County High School, respectively .
Dr. Earl Pearson prepared a report on "Petroleum Refining and Coal Liquefaction. 11
information was requested by state senator Nicholas Kafoglis.

The

STUDENT ACTIVITIES :
The Student Affiliate Chapter of the American Chemical Society at Western sponsored a field
trip to New Orleans during the 1974 spring vacation. Dr . Henrickson supervise d the group
of seven junior and senior chemistry majors on visits to Tulane University , Louisiana State
University , a Dow Chemical plant , an Exxon refinery and a sugar refinery . The Student
Affiliate Chapter has placed over 300 chemistry books in local school libraries during the
past year.
Students in the Department of Chemistry who have received awards during the past year include
Mr. Tony K. Johnson , who received the Undergraduate Award in Analytical Chemistry from the
Analytical Division of the American Chemical Society , and Mr . Simeon T. Pickard who r e c eived
the Outstanding Freshman Chemistry Award from the Chemical Rubber Company.
In the summer , 1974, a Student Oriented Study was funded by the National Science Foundation .
The investigation, "Water Quality of Springs and Underground Rivers in the Central Kentucky
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Karst,n was the result of a proposal s ubmi tted by Mi ke Holmes , a student in the Department
of Engineering Technology. Dr. Donald Rowe was the supervisor for the project. Staff and
workers on the project from the Department of Chemistry included Dr. Lowell Shank, Mr . F.
Kelley St . Charles and Mr. Jeb S. Pickard. Instruments and equipment were made available
by the Department of Chemistry for the project. Mr . F . Kelley St . Charles, a chemistry
major, was responsible for pes t icide analysis and Mr. Jeb S. Pickard , a pre-medicine
chemistry major, was responsible fo r the detection of surfactants present in the water.
CLASS OF '74 :
The "Chemistry Class of '74 11 from ilTKU includes 9 bachelors degree and 5 graduate degree
recipients. Mr . Gary W. Akin is doing graduate work in the Department of Agronomy at the
University of Kentucky. We do not have any information on Gino P. Bondi . Mr. Steven J .
Buchok, Jr . is doing graduate work in Anatomy at the University of Tennessee . Mr. Thomas
R. Carroll is presently employed as a chemist at the Red Spot Paint Research Center in
Evansville , Indiana. Mr. Donald W. Collier is a chemist for the Celanese Corporation in
Louisville, Kentucky. Ms. Carol W. Guess : send us a postcard if you know her present
location! Mr. Richard L. Lowe is working on a graduate degree in the Department of
Chemistry, University of Kentucky. Mr. Roger D. McAlpin is enrolled in the School of
Dentistry , University of Kentucky . Mr. John S . Pfeifer is a second year medical student
at Vanderbilt University. Mr. Irvj.n E. Smith is a student in the School of Medicine at
the University of Louisvill e . Mr. F . Kelley St. Charles is doing graduate work in the
Department of Chemistry, University of Florida.
The following Western alumni are enrolled in the 1974 freshman class at the University of
Kentucky, School of Medicine: Sara Bull, Gordon Dorris, Stephen W. Jennings, Paul R.
Kleykamp and Garland D. Scott. Joe T. Davis, LaDonna S. Meredith, J eb S. Pickard, Janice
T. Shelby, Gary E. Sivak , Irvin E. Smith and George S. Webb are enrolled in the Sch ool of
Medicine , University of Louisville. Ri chard C. Rink and Gary F . Simpson are enrolled at
the University of Indiana , School of Medicine and the University .of Virginia, School of
Medicine , respectively.
The following Western alumni are at the University of Louisville, School of Dentistry in
the 1974 freshman class : Mark L. Carwell, William B. Haley, David H. Leslie, Timothy E.
Mat tingly , Carol A. McCubbin, Edmond R. Mi tchell, Gary Stevens and Stanley J. Wyatt.
Mark A. Blair, Fleming Chisholm , Randal Littlepage, Roger D. McAlpin, Jimmy Rudd , John J .
Sims and Aundra Skiles are enrolled in the 1974 freshman class at the University of
Kentucky , School of Dentistry.
The following people received M.S . degrees in chemistry during 1974 : Peggy H. Chen ,
Daphne Lin Pai, and Donald C. L. Tang. Peggy H. Chen is employed by the Industrial Technology Research Institute in Hsinchu , Taiwan. Mrs. Daphne Lin Pai is teaching chemistry
at Voorhees College, Denmark, South Carolina. Donald Tang, who ' s work was completed only
a few days ago, has not made p l ans for future work.
Sarah E. Emberger and Michael Humphrey recei ved the Master of Arts in Coll ege Teaching
degrees in chemistry during 1974. Sarah is presently teaching chemistry at Owensboro High
School, Owensboro, Kentucky . Ms. Emberger is the recipient of a Rotary International
fellowship to study for a year in Scotland, the fellowship starting in August of 1975.
Mr . Michael Humphrey is employed by Celanese Corporation in Louisville , Kentucky .
The following news items of the past year have come to our attention :
Larry Wayne Ashby (1968) received an M.S. degree in chemistry from the Univer s ity of
Kentucky. He is presently employed by Monsanto in St. Louis. Barbara Clark Batsel (1970)
received a degree in Pharmacy from Mercer University and is presently employed as a hospital
pharmacist in Atlanta, GA. James Chinn Berryman (1970) is teaching chemistry at Hartford ,
KY . Melton Frank Bryant (1971) is presently serving in the U.S . Army. Brenda Whitledge
Coffey (1972) is teaching at Warren Centr al High School in Bowling Green . S. B. Chen
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(M.S. 1973) is a Ph.D. degree candidate in chemistry at George Washington University.
David Ross Eyler (1971) was reported to be riding a gaint Frisbee into the sunset.
Danny Dale Gentry (1970) is farming in Larue County, KY. Lee Harris Hagerthey (1971)
is teaching high school chemistry somewhere in Kentucky , but we don't know where.
David E. Harris (1973) is currently enrolled in the M.A.C.T. program in Chemistry at
Western Kentucky University. Ronald L. Hoffmann (1966) completed his Ph . D. degree in
Chemistry from Memphis State University. Ann Louise Beal Hunt (1972) is currently
employed as a chemist in Houston , Texas and is planning to pursue a degree in law from
Rice University. Paula Arnold Johnson (1968) a chemical technician at Firestone, is
taking graduate course work in Chemistry at Western . Donna Pickett Jones (1972) is
working at Firestone in Bowling Green. Mari Haley Jones (M. A. 1973) is teaching at
Tates Creek High School in Lexington, KY . Norma L . Lafferty (1973 ) enjoyes her work as
a housewife in her home at Kingsport, TN . Willard G. Laster (1972) is t eaching high
school chemistry in Chicago. Stephen Nelson Lowery (1970) is enrolled in the Ph.D. degree
p~ogram in Chemistry at the University of Georgia. Steven G. Moseley (1973) teaches
during th~ week and preaches on the week-end here in Kentucky. Rabinranath Patnaik
(M.S . 1969 , Ph.D. U. of Mass.) is working as a research biochemist in one of t he Baltimore
city hospitals. Gilman Palmer Peterson (1970) has completed his M.D. degree from t he
University of Kentucky. William Prow (M.S . 1973) was promoted to Professor of Military
Science and is presently stationed at Western Kentucky. John Christian Purwin (1971)
continues as a chemistry teacher at Warren Central High School and is work ing toward his
Master 's degree a t Wes tern . James' W. Stinnett (M.S. 1972) is completing his Ph .D. degree
in Geochemistry from Ohio University. Manhar Vora (M.S. 1972) is a Ph.D. degree candidate
in medicinal chemistry at the Uni versity of Georgia. Larry Thomas Warfield (1970) is
presentl y enrolled in the M.S. degree program in Chemistry at Western Kentucky. Everett
Philemon Wilkins (1971) is teaching at Central City, KY. Larry Herbert Wood (1970) is
stationed at Tule Air Force Base in Greenland.

